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The City of Des Moines is leagues ahead of its 
peers when it comes to maintaining a supportive 
infrastructure for its music ecosystem. The presence of 
the Greater Des Moines Music Coalition is a testament 
to the local music community’s commitment to 
growing and supporting the industry as a whole.

In addition, the City provides 
a multitude of educational 
and professional development 
opportunities through the Des 
Moines Public School system, 
the Greater Des Moines Music 
Coalition, Des Moines Performing 
Arts, and more. Organizations 
like Bravo Greater Des Moines 
and the Greater Des Moines 
Community Foundation promote 
several innovative grants tailored 
towards sustaining current and 
building new organizations.

Des Moines’s special events 
permitting process is a best‑case 
in and of itself. The website 
supplies comprehensive guides 
to lead applicants through the 
process and an online portal 
where applications and payments 
can be submitted. The City’s 
health and safety protocols 
which are directly targeted 
toward venues that center on 
arts and culture and the Des 
Moines Music Coalition’s Music 
Task Force that brings together 
people from public, private, 
and nonprofit sectors indicate 
that Des Moines is a place that 
cares about the health and 
well-being of its creatives.

However, as with most cities, 
there is still work to be done. 
Making noise ordinances more 
amenable to venues through 
permitting structures that are not 
only for single-use; developing 
music-focused sustainability 
procedures; re-activating 
busking policies, and exploring 
night transportation availability 
are but a few ways that the City 
of Des Moines could improve 
their already phenomenal music 
ecosystem to create a better 
environment for musical artists 
and music professionals.
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